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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 1052 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR IR 

SUB J : CIVILIAN SOVIET SPY'S EXECUTION POSTPONED 

REF 77 TEHRAN 1 1263, TEHRAN 536 

1 . THE MILITARY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED ON JANUARY 
29 THAT THE SHAH HAS "ISSUED ORDERS FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF 
THE EXECUTION" OF CONVICTED SOVIET SPY ALI NAQI RABBANI 
QUJDEH. ANNOUNCEMENT, CARRIED ON FRONT PAGES OF LOCAL PRESS, 

DID NOT PROVIDE REASON FOR POSTPONENENT OR REVEAL IF DELAY 
AMOUNTS IN FACT TO COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE. QUJDEH'S DEATH 
SENTENCE WAS UPHELD BY MILITARY COURT OF APPEALS ON JAN 15. 

UNDER IRANIAN LAW, UNLESS COMMUTED BY THE SHAH, SENTENCE 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT WITHIN TEN DAYS OF DECISION; 

JANUARY 25 PASSED, HOWEVER, WITHOUT ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUJDEH'S 
FATE. 

2. COMMENT: THIS ACTION BY SHAH IS SOMEWHAT UNEXPECTED 
GIVEN SWIFT EXECUTION OF MAJOR GENERAL MOGHARABI IN 
EARLIER SOVIET SPY CASE. ALTHOUGH OUR INFORMATION IN 
THIS INSTANCE IS LIMITED, WE BELIEVE THAT TWO INTERPRE- 
TATIONS ARE POSSIBLE. PERHAPS QUJDEH HAS BEEN REWARDED 
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FOR COOPERATION WITH GOI AUTHORITIES (JOURNAL DE TEHRAN 
ARTICLE TODAY STATES THAT QUJDEH HAS ADMITTED THE SPY 
CHARGES AND HAS REVEALED THE NAMES OF FOURTEEN FOREIGNERS 
TO WHOM HE GAVE DOCUMENTATION). ALTERNATIVELY (OR IN 
ADDITION), THE SHAH PLANS EVENTUALLY TO COMMUTE THE 
SENTENCE AND PRESENT A COMPASSIONATE PUBLIC IMAGE ABROAD 
IN ATTEMPT TO COUNTER CRITICISM IN FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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